Rejects Revenge Theatre Company


Company History

Rejects Revenge Theatre Company is one of the country’s leading touring theatre companies.  Established in 1990 by Ann Farrar, David White and Tim Hibberd, the Rejects produce and perform new plays devised and written by the company. Rejects Revenge presents innovative, exciting theatre that appeals to universal audiences through its entertaining and accessible style.  

Ann Farrar is the current Artistic Director and is supported by General Manager, Adrian Watts and Administrator, Sue Gannon

Current artistic programme

‘HERE BE MONSTERS…’ is the company’s brand new show, touring the UK in early 2008. Dr Frederick Watt is using his newly invented steam-powered space-ship to reach the moon in order to settle a wager at his club. He is joined by Mr Roberts Evans the grocery delivery boy whom he has duly kidnapped for the purpose… ‘HERE BE MONSTERS…’, written by Tim Hibberd, directed by Tim Hibberd and Ann Farrar, designed by Nicolai Hart-Hansen with musical direction by Andy Frizell and Lighting and visual media design by Mike Wight.
HOOF! is the company’s unique long form improvisation show performed in collaboration with Spike Theatre Company. Trained and directed by Todd Stashwick and John Thies from The Hothouse Improvisation Studio in Los Angeles, USA, the Hoofers gave sell-out performances at Unity Theatre, Liverpool in 2004 and 2005. The team visited the Hothouse to premiere Hoof! stateside in September 2006 before touring the UK in autumn 2006 and throughout 2007. Hoof appears in a periodic monthly slot at Unity Theatre, Liverpool. The next appearance in on February 20th 2008. The Rejects and Spike also run regular workshops for invited artists in these brand new techniques. See http://www.myspace.com/hoofimpro for more...
Education programme

The Rejects have led workshops in physical comedy, mime, storytelling, devising and improvisation, nationally and internationally with an enormous range of groups over the years. These include schools, colleges, universities, drama schools and arts venues.

The company has also led a number of residencies combining theatre skills with the business skills required to run a small-scale theatre company.

Previous productions

Since its inception the company has produced thirteen new shows. The earliest of these, STAGING THE REVOLUTION and PIE IN THE SKY, premiered at the Liverpool Playhouse Studio. Gavin Robertson (founder of Mime Theatre Project and currently artistic director of Company Gavin Robertson) directed the company’s first nationally touring show BOILING OIL AND THE BOUNCING MONKS.

Further success was achieved with a radical rewrite of A CHRISTMAS CAROL and THE WHEEL, which was co-commissioned by the Liverpool Unity Theatre and the Liverpool Festival of Comedy. Both of these shows toured nationally. THE WHEEL was also performed at the 1993 Brouhaha International Festival of Theatre in Budapest, the 1994 International Spring Theatre Festival, Thessaloniki, Greece and toured Albania in April 1994.

CRUMBLE, directed by Bim Mason, (founder of the internationally acclaimed Mummer and Dada Theatre Company, current artistic director of Circomedia, Bristol), premiered at the Unity Theatre, Liverpool in 1994 and was The Independent Critics Choice at the 1994 Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 
PEASOUPER directed by Bim Mason, premiered at the 1995 Edinburgh Fringe Festival at which the company walked off with the prestigious FRINGE FIRST and SPIRIT OF THE FRINGE awards playing to sell-out houses for the duration of the three-week run.  PEASOUPER toured the UK extensively and has also been enjoyed by audiences abroad in Israel (Oct/Nov 1996), Greece (Spring Theatre Festival, Thessaloniki, May 1998) and Madrid (V Internationale Festival de Humor, May 1999) with assistance from The British Council.  PEASOUPER played to ecstatic audiences in the luxury of the Jubilee Hall at the Raffles Hotel, Singapore as part of the Second International Comedy Festival in April 1999, returning there in 2002. PEASOUPER has also been performed in Belgium and toured Pakistan, Israel and Turkey, with the British Council in 1999. The show toured again in 2003/2004 with a totally new cast and was as popular with audiences and venues as ever.

DUSTY FRUIT, also directed by Bim Mason, continued the company’s success at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival when it won a FRINGE FIRST at the 1997 festival.  The company is one of only a handful worldwide that has won FRINGE FIRSTS with consecutive productions.  DUSTY FRUIT was also nominated for a Total Theatre award for ‘Most Innovative Touring Production’.  The company toured DUSTY FRUIT nationally and internationally until May 1998.

WHOREDOM, was undertaken in collaboration with dog the monkey theatre company, premiered at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 1999 and toured the UK in spring 2000. This was the first time the company had employed actors other than the company founders and worked with a script by Heather Robson.

The company’s millennium project, REJECTS CANTERBURY TALES toured in the autumn of 2000 to small and mid-scale venues. It was directed by Pete Brooks (Impact, Insomniac Productions) and featured seven performers and live music. The project also incorporated a full education programme. 

THE BICYCLE BRIDGE was directed by Xavier Leret of Kaos and was the company’s first black comedy, drawing from real events in history. Produced for the 2000 Edinburgh Fringe Festival with great success, THE BICYCLE BRIDGE toured nationally in the spring of 2001 and again in the autumn that year including a three-week run at the Lyric, Hammersmith.

OUT OF THE BLUE is a poetic fiction based on the tragic tale of the HMS Thetis, which sank on its trial dive on June 1st1939 with the loss of ninety-nine lives. The company created a powerful fictional tale inspired by the events of that fateful day and The Rejects’ biggest show to date. OUT OF THE BLUE was written by Andrea Earl and directed by John Wright. Musical Direction and original composition was by Simon James with Designers Mike Wight and Michael Breakey weaving lights, projections and objects lost and found, to transport us above and below the water line. OUT OF THE BLUE premiered at Liverpool’s Everyman Theatre for a week before undertaking a very successful five-week UK tour in February and March 2005.
THE STEPPE BROTHERS premiered at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in August 2005 and toured nationally in spring 2006. Fearsome and feared warrior look-a-likes ‘The Steppe Brothers’, a hapless double-act, try their hardest to scrape a living and stay alive in mediaeval Lithuania with only a song, a dance and a talking potato.  Written by original Reject Tim Hibberd THE STEPPE BROTHERS was directed by Ezra Hjalmarsson with music by Andy Frizell.
Past artistic projects

The Rejects devised and wrote ALICE IN WONDERLAND for a three-week run of outdoor performances for school children in the walled garden of a Liverpool stately home.

In the early years the company collaborated with the Liverpool Drama Unit on several interactive drama projects for school children in the Liverpool Anglican Cathedral and the Cathedral at Chester. These included QUASIMODO, POPE JOAN and THE FALCON AND THE FALCONER.

Later the company collaborated with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra to produce original new performances for families. The Rejects also worked with the innovative classical group 10:10 Ensemble, on a new version of A SOLDIER’S TALE.
PRESS  QUOTES
THE STEPPE BROTHERS  - EDINBURGH FRINGE 2005

“A delight, generating more laughs that any three other comedies on the Fringe...”

The Stage

“Razor-sharp script and exceptionally funny performances make for a comic production that is Pythonesque in its hilarity...”

Edinburgh Evening News
HOOF!

“ clever, funny, unsettling in parts and totally captivating”.







Liverpool Daily Post November 2004
OUT OF THE BLUE

“heart-stopping drama”

Liverpool Daily Post April 2003

PEASOUPER – 2003 TOUR

“One of those shows held in affection by anyone who caught it almost a decade ago, and which should delight a whole new generation of theatregoers.”







Guardian - Pick of the Week November 2003

“Its revival has lost none of the ingenuity and vigour of the original… fantastic fun and full of beans”







The Stage November 2003

REJECTS CANTERBURY TALES

“an impressive musical performance, which has rarely been done so well before”







Liverpool Echo  November 2000

“A pippin! …phenomenal from start to finish”







Teesdale Mercury November 2000  

THE BICYCLE BRIDGE

“something very marvellous….richly comic, darkly bizarre…”

The Guardian  August 2000
“We are seldom used to comedy being so naked a way of dealing with enormities.”






The Financial Times  August 2000
“Delicately written, impeccably performed, deliciously sung….”

Belfast Telegraph March 2001
WHOREDOM

“Blackadder for the stage.”


The Stage  February 1998

“Well crafted, superbly inventive.”

The Scotsman  August 1999

“A comedy gem”



Liverpool Daily Post  August 1999

DUSTY FRUIT

“A subtly ambitious tale told with a beguilingly queasy mix of farce and something a lot nastier.”




The Independent  August 1997
“The players hold each moment with delicacy and poise, as if they were playing catch with eggshells.”




The Scotsman  August 1997
“A simply brilliant show - go and see it!”
The Stage  August 1997
PEASOUPER

“Gloriously silly - Fawlty Towers meets Theatre de Complicite”






The Independent  August 1995
“At the end I shouted “Hurrah!”  Twice.  I cannot remember when last I felt like doing that.”





The Times   January 1996
“An explosion of belly aching fun played by three highly gifted and versatile comedians”






Jerusalem Post October 1996
Rejects Revenge Theatre Company
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